


The system continually analyzes the way the vehicle is driven, and uses
this analysis to determine when service is needed; however, many of
these systems do not directly measure lubricant quality. A few systems
use oil condition sensors to measure lubricant characteristics and deter-
mine oil change intervals. Even these systems give a limited amount of
information regarding the lubricant’s actual condition.

Keep in mind, scheduled maintenance intervals do not address the
problem of premature lubrication failure, which can result from the pres-
ence of engine coolant or fuel in the oil. A software-based maintenance
reminder system can go only so far, because it may not directly measure
the condition of the oil or detect the presence of contamination.

Resetting mileage-based maintenance reminder systems is usually pretty
straightforward and should not require special tools.
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Some early reminder systems had a small slot in the dash and inserting
the ignition key in the slot reset the system and turned out the light.

Since most of the instrument/control panels are now electronic rather
than mechanical, reset procedures usually involve a combination of a
reset button and the ignition switch.

Proper Maintenance Helps Extend Vehicle Life!
Your driving type or vehicle usage may affect the maintenance
intervals below.

You should follow the manufacturer’s service schedule that best matches
your vehicle’s operating conditions.

Those recommendations may include:

» Change your engine oil at the vehicle manufacturer’s recommended
service interval that matches your vehicle’s operating conditions and
your driving habits

» Check your tire inflation pressure monthly

» Rotate your tires at the vehicle manufacturer’s recommended service
interval or every 6 months/15,000 miles

» Change the engine air filter annually or when visibly restricted.
» Inspect Brake System every 12months/15,000miles

Severe Driving
Conditions

Trips of less than four miles are one of
the most frequent and severe types of
driving. Short trips, with many stops
and starts (particularly in cold
weather), do not allow engines to
reach normal operating temperatures
which may cause moisture to accumu-
late in the crankcase.

Frequent idling for long periods of time,
such as stop-and-go driving in heavy traf-
fic, or sustained highway driving in hot
weather, can make it essential to change
the engine oil and oil filter at 3,500 mile
or three-month intervals.

Although the base oil does not usually
wear out, the oil additives do, and un-
less they are replenished, the oil can-
not properly function and harmful
contaminants may accumulate in the
crankcase.

Oil change recommendations are not
retroactive and do not alter the recom-
mendations for earlier model cars.
Applying such schedules to older cars
could lead to serious problems.

AMRA/MAP believes that this information is accurate
and reliable. AMRA/MAP does not endorse, approve
or certify such information, nor does it guarantee the
accuracy, completeness, efficacy, or timeliness;
reliance on it should only be undertaken after a
detailed review of the applicable OE publication(s).

AMRA/MAP is not responsible for, and expressly
disclaims all liability for damages of any kind or
consequences thereof, arising out of use, reference
to, reliance on, or performance of such information.
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